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Huskies bite the Eagles

Former ASEWU president pleads
guilty, sentence reduced

By Ashlee Coffey

staff writer
ashleecoffey@yahoo.com

The EWU men’s basketball team held
the lead for most of the game, before
falling 92-80 against the UW Huskies on
Nov. 17.
In the first half, EWU dominated the
Huskies with a three-point shooting percentage just shy of 47 percent and a field
goal shooting percentage of 50 percent.
The Eagles had 15 rebounds, with ten of
them coming on defensive. Eastern outscored UW 48 to 39.
The Eagles ran into trouble in the
second half, however. Three of the five
starters for Eastern had four fouls. With
four fouls, some of the starters had to
sit on the bench. Shooting percentage
from the three-point range dropped to 36
percent. Field goal attempt percentages
dropped to a mere 38 percent. Eastern
scored 32 points in this half, while UW
scored 53 points in the second half.
Eastern had a free throw shooting
percentage of 48 percent for the whole
game, while UW shot 91 percent from the
free throw line.
“To beat a good team on their home
floor, you need to play a complete game.
We were beat by 20 points at the free
throw line. We need to improve as a
foul-shooting team and we need to take
advantage of that. That played against
us,” head coach Jim Hayford said. “We
got them away from what they wanted
to do, and then they just put five guards
out there because we weret exploiting
the mismatches.”
“They dialed up the pressure and then
scored points off our turnovers and the
game changed fast. We have to take care
of the ball better when there is pressure
on us like that,” Hayford said.
Sophomore guard Tyler Harvey shot
the ball well, particularly in the first half.
He scored a career high of 28 points, with
20 of them coming in the first half.
“[Harvey] was unbelievable that first
half. Then they did a great job of making life really, really hard on [Harvey],”
Hayford said.
Junior college transfer, Drew Brandon, was also a standout for the Eagles.
Brandon finished the game with a double-double, scoring 13 points, grabbing
14 rebounds and dishing out six assists.
“I just came out and played, and got
my teammates involved. I crashed the
boards hard because I knew I had an
advantage there. I attacked the rim and
things happened,” Brandon said.“We just
have to finish games. It’s a good learning experience for us coming to UW. We
just need to control the ball and limit our
turnovers. We had them.”

By Jane Martin

editor-in-chief
easterner.editor@gmail.com

The domestic violence case against
former ASEWU President Kaleb A. Hoffer was resolved June 5, in Spokane
County Superior Court, with a ruling of
guilty for assault in the fourth degree,
according to court records.
Judge Salvatore Cozza sentenced
Hoffer to 29 days of home monitoring
and placed him on unsupervised probation for the period of one year. When
Hoffer has fulfilled the full year of probation with good behavior, the guilty
ruling may be withdrawn, according to
court records.
Hoffer was arrested Sept. 28, 2012,
after an altercation with his thengirlfriend Krista E. Philen, according
to police records. The incident report
filed by Officer Nicholas Briggs states
that Philen called Cheney police and
accused Hoffer of choking her after an
argument that began at a house party
when she discovered him texting another woman.
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Cognitive scientist speaks in Spokane
By Caitylin Armstrong
staff writer
caitlyn002@gmail.com

On Nov. 14, Professor
of Psychology at Harvard
University and bestselling author, Dr. Steven
Pinker, gave the second
lecture of the Carper
National speaker series
on his most recent book,
“The Better Angels of our
Nature: Why Violence
has Declined,” at the INB
Performing Arts Center
in Spokane.
Dr. Pinker claims that
violence has been in decline for long stretches of
time and we may be living in the most peaceful
time mankind has ever
known. His book focuses
on the trends of violence
throughout human history and the causes and
effects of those trends.

Classes are cancelled from
Nov. 27-29 to allow students
to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday.
Finals week runs Dec. 9-12,
with the last official day
of Fall Quarter on Dec. 13.
Classes resume, after winter
break, on Jan. 6.

In the lecture, Pinker
explained that up until 6,000 years ago, humans lived in a state of
anarchy with no central
government. There have
been a large proportion
of prehistoric bones and
mummies that show violent trauma as the cause
of death, from skull bashing to hangings. The percentage of skeletons that
were found and show
evidence of violence has
averaged to 50 percent.
“As we get smarter,
we try to think up better
ways of getting everyone
to turn their swords into
plowshares at the same
time,” Pinker said in an
interview with the Huffington post. “Human life
has become more precious than it used to be.”

pinker - page 3

Visit the bookstore from Nov.
18-22 wearing your ugly
sweater to receive 20 percent off the first ever Eastern
Eagles ugly sweater.
Donate gently used clothing items to the bookstore to
benefit the Cheney Clothing
Bank. Students can donate

Photo by Karissa Berg
Dr. Steven Pinker gave a lecture on violence at the INB Performing Arts Center.

from Nov. 25-27 and will receive discounts off a purchase at the bookstore for
each item they donate.
Nov. 18-22 is National Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week. Donation
boxes are set up around
campus and in Showalter

room 117 to drop off clothing such as gloves, socks and
scarves.
The football team returns to
Roos Field on Nov. 23 to battle Portland State University.
The game kicks off 2:45 p.m.
Visit easterneronline.com
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Genetically modified food labeling bill struck down

By Chris Mudd

staff writer
chrismudd@eagles.ewu.edu

Washington state voters rejected Initiative 522, which called for the labeling of genetically modified foods, it would have been
the first bill of its kind to pass in the country.
The final tally counted 45.2 percent of
votes approving the bill, while 54.8 percent
rejected it.
Should the bill have passed, it would
have brought sweeping changes to not only
the way we buy food and groceries from local stores, but also how food is purchased
on campus. The labeling would be put on
roughly 70 percent of the foods and groceries
we buy.
“Like any legislation that is passed, we
adapt to the new laws with our suppliers,“
Dave McKay of EWU Dining Services said.
The website for EWU Dining Services explains their focus on “providing freshly prepared, nutritious food that offers good value
in convenient locations.“
“The Food service industry has become
more secretive lately, but we want to establish transparency,“ McKay said.
Major biotechnology companies in the
United States assert that the use of genetically modified crops pose no health risks and
actually increase crop yields. Yet those assertions do not alleviate the many controversies
surrounding the industry, particularly in
the case of major players such as Monsanto,
which has been accused of false advertising
multiple times.
Monsanto has been a principal player in

any agricultural changes in the United States.
Due to the interest the company has in genetically engineered food, it’s no surprise
they’re willing to heavily invest in fighting
any laws that would have a direct impact on
their business.
The Seattle Times claims the “No on 522”
campaign raised a record setting $22 million
in donations, mostly from out-of-state donors from large grocery manufacturers and
distributors like Monsanto.
A press release from the “No on 522” campaign stated that the labeling required by the
bill would have “burdened family farmers
with costly new regulations and red tape,“
and called the defeat of the bill a “clear victory for Washington consumers, taxpayers and
family farmers across our state.” The campaign determined that the regulations that
would have been put in place from the bill
would have cost the average family $490 a
year due to changes companies would need
to make, specifically to offset the cost of new
packaging with labels printed on them.
Dana Bieber, spokesperson for the “No
on 522” campaign said, “Washington voters have soundly rejected this badly written
and deceptive initiative.”
While the bill itself did not pass, there is
still a discussion within the scientific community in regards to the effects of genetically modified foods in an average diet.
The American Academy of Environmental Medicine called for “implementation of immediate long term independent
safety testing, and labeling of [genetically
modified] foods, which is necessary for the
health and safety of consumers.“

Issue 8 corrections
On page 2, the headline at the top of the page should have
read: “Majority of students and faculty surveyed oppose
switch to semesters.“
For the article titled “EWU beats Bobcat rivals“ on page 12,
Quincy Forte was listed as Larren Wright Jr. in the lower
right photograph.
In the picture for the article titled “Volleyball digs toward
the future,” the duo in the picture were Talia Fermantez and
Kelsy Julian, not Lindsey Niemeier.

The Easterner is distributed
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Hoffer
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The report further stated that Philen
admitted to slapping Hoffer, but she told
officers that he kicked her twice, once in
the chest and shoulder area and once in
the mouth after grabbing her throat and
pinning her against a wall. Briggs’ report
stated that he did not see any noticeable
injury to Philen’s mouth, but did see an
obvious bruise on her left chest and shoulder area that was consistent with the sole
of a shoe.
At press time, Philen had not responded to requests for an interview.
Hoffer was arrested later that night
and booked on charges of second-degree
assault (strangulation).
On Nov. 28, 2012, Hoffer chose to step
down from his position as ASEWU president after he requested a vote of confidence from the ASEWU. The result was a
vote of no confidence and he voluntarily
stepped down, according to Hoffer.
However, Hoffer said that in a disciplinary hearing following his arrest, the
university dropped all student misconduct
charges against him.
The resolution of his case with Spokane
Superior Court did not come until he was presented with a plea bargain in June, according
to Hoffer.
In an interview via email last week, Hoffer told The Easterner, ”As proven with my
EWU hearing, and again with the appeal that
was denied, there was absolutely no evidence
to support second-degree assault. Fourthdegree assault is essentially any unwanted
touching of another person. Because I defended myself, the prosecutors had to at least
try for fourth-degree assault even though the
plaintiff in this case admitted to committing
fourth-degree first, by slapping me.”
“When the prosecutors approached me
with a plea bargain, I was really torn,” Hoffer said. “I had already proven through the
university hearing, under preponderance of
evidence, I might add ... that I was innocent.
However, my attorney informed me that I
would be looking at $25,000 in legal fees to
prove that in a court of law.
“Understandably, I didn’t have this kind
of money. So I was faced with two options:
One, pay my attorney $25,000 and be found
innocent; [or] two, take the plea, which re-

quired admitting guilt to a crime I didn’t
commit and be monitored for 29 days,” Hoffer said.
“The prosecutors, unaware of my financial situation, came to me before I made a
decision and sweetened the deal by offering
me the ability to withdraw my guilty findings
after one year. At this point, it was a no-brainer. For a year of good behavior I could have
what $25,000 could get me. So on June 5, 2013,
I plead guilty to a crime I didn’t commit so I
could finally be done with this,” Hoffer said.
The handwritten, signed admission of
guilt in Hoffer’s case file reads, “During a
physical altercation started by the alleged victim, I placed my foot on her shoulder.”
“In the end, “ Hoffer said, “the judge and
the prosecutors were very understanding of
the situation and treated me fair with respect
to the law.”
“As to the home monitoring, that was
fine,” Hoffer said. “My summer wasn’t affected at all. I was permitted to work, travel
and have fun.”
Since stepping down from his position as
ASEWU president last year, Hoffer has continued to be active on campus.
“My relationship with ASEWU is great,”
Hoffer said. “I still go into the office almost
weekly, and have submitted my application
to be on committees. I still have a lot to offer
them.”
“Ultimately, this has been rough but
extremely valuable,” Hoffer said. “I have
learned a lot from this unfortunate situation.
I quickly found out that it is tough to hold
your head up high when the world is looking
down on you, but that is a lesson that I know
will prove invaluable down the road.”
“It was also tough to put ASEWU before
myself,” Hoffer said. “I didn’t have to resign.
I didn’t even have to ask for a vote of confidence, but I knew it was the right thing to do
and I knew that I would be a better person
because of it. Thankfully for me, becoming
open to the job market proved to be financially rewarding as I was offered a new job
only two days after I resigned, allowing me
to not only support myself, but also pay off
my truck.”
“My plans for the future haven’t changed.
I still plan to graduate from EWU with a degree in finance. I still plan to pursue an MBA.
And I still plan to always keep changing the
world around me for the better. Becoming
ASEWU president wasn’t the peak of my
success so my plans and goals weren’t derailed by relinquishing that title.”
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Jazz Ambassadors brighten kids’ lives
Members of the Jazz Ambassadors host a meet-and-greet with the children at Shriner's Hospital.

By Nick Thomas

staff writer
nickthomas@eagles.ewu.edu

On a dark and chilly Veterans Day
evening, Phil Doyle, director of jazz
studies, and his band of 18 sharply
dressed Jazz Ambassadors trundled
into the quiet lobby of Shriners Hospital for Children laden with awkward,
heavy black cases.
They were there on a mission:
brightening kids’ lives with the joy
of music. This was their first event
in what Doyle means to make a year
full of community outreach. While
further concert dates are in the works,
they are off to a solid start thanks to
a 4,500 grant from the Kalispel Tribe
Charitable Fund.
“I can’t thank the Kalispel tribe
enough for believing in the project
and sponsoring it,” Doyle said. “The
grant has allowed us to start, and
that’s the most important part of a rewarding journey, … starting.”

“I believe that we should all focus
more on one another, and the big picture. Music, with all the positive and
creative aspects of it, is probably one
of the most powerful, personal and
transformative forces on earth,” Doyle
said. “It only makes sense to use it for
the enhancement of our community
and to create positive change.”
In short order the intrepid musicians, featuring percussionists, packs
of horn players, a keyboardist and
two guitar players, were set up in a
section of the brightly lit, toy-filled
Rec room, ready to share their passion
of music with a small crowd of kids,
their families, and staff looking on.
Doyle introduced the group, and
with a flick of his raised hands led the
band into their inaugural event.
The song started with a snappy,
subdued beat. It was a Latin tune —
unified, smooth, soothing — after all,
they are a Latin jazz band. They built
up to a rousing midpoint before giving way to a foot tapping trumpet

Photo contributed by Nick Bowden
Jazz Ambassadors performed for the children at Shriner’s Hospital.
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In 20th century societies, such as the United States
and Europe, including both
world wars, violent deaths
have accounted for 3 percent
of deaths, not even close to
prehistoric times. A graph in
the presentation showed the
homicide rates in various parts
of England from the year 1200
to 2000 have drastically decreased.
“The contemporary Englishman has about 1-35th the
chance of being murdered as
his medieval ancestors,” Pinker said.
Another decline in violence was what is called the
“humanitarian
evolution,”
where cruel penalties and torture, such as burning at the
stake, were ended as forms of
criminal punishment in country after country in the second half of the 18th century.
A part of this movement was
the Eighth Amendment of the
United States Constitution
banning “cruel and unusual
punishment.”
“Since 1946 there has been
a historically unprecedented
decline in interstate war …
the most interesting statistic is
zero. There were zero wars between the two greatest powers
of them all, the United States
and the Soviet Union, contrary
to every expert prediction that
a world war between the U.S.

and the Soviet Union was inevitable,” Pinker said.
There have also been no
nuclear weapons used since
Nagasaki and there have been
no wars between any large
powerful countries, no wars
between any two Western European Countries and no wars
between any developed countries.
Human rights revolutions led to even less violence,
Pinker claimed. Abolition of
slavery and segregation led
to a decline in hate crimes.
Women’s rights and children’s
rights led to declines in domestic violence and sexual abuse.
And gay rights have decriminalized homosexuality.
Pinker asked why violence
has declined, and the answer
he gave was that modern circumstances fit the kinder side
of human nature. Literature
and the ability for humans
to connect and relate to one
another from long distances
through technology have
made it easier to feel empathetic towards other people
they might not have ever met
by reading a narrative of their
thoughts from their own perspective.
“Humans are equipped by
evolution with a sense of empathy. Unfortunately, by default that implied only a narrow circle of blood relations,
close allies and cute little fuzzy
baby animals. But over the
course of history you can see
the circle of empathy expanding,” said Pinker.

solo by junior Monty Boldt, a composition major from Vancouver, Wash.
He carried the song through to its resounding crescendo.
In the silent pause that followed,
everyone took in the miracle of song
that echoed through the hard tiled
room, then burst into applause. Judging by the wide smiles and sparkling
eyes, the mother rocking her sleeping
baby’s stroller to the song, the crowd
was loving it. A look of relief washed
over Doyle’s face.
Musicians passed around percussion instruments for the kids to try.
Leslie tapped a drumstick on a blue
bell, keeping time with the beat of the
next swinging tune — La Bamba —
smiling shyly all the while.
Leslie, excited to turn 10-years-old
in a couple days, is a long way from
her home city of Nogales, Mexico.
She is here, along with the others, to
receive specialized orthopaedic care.
Both her legs are locked inside pink
casts for the next six weeks, what is
known as a Spika cast.
Shriners mission is to ”improve
the quality of care and the quality of
lives of children and their families.“ If
the families cannot afford to pay, Shriners covers the costs.
Colton, age 5, played a set of bongo drums, his dark eyes shining, with
a grin made all the more wonderful
by a few missing front teeth. He is
here from Butte, Mont., awaiting back
surgery. His head is locked into a secure position by a metal ring bolted to
his skull, forcing him to maneuver his
tiny body with a restraint unintended
for a kid his age. He seems markedly
undaunted by his situation, a trait
matched by every child present.
After another song and introductions of each player, the band let loose
with one last piece, making room for a
few more soloists to steal the spotlight
for a few moments.

Photo contributed by Nick Bowden
A jazz band member shows off the inner workings of his trombone.

The true spotlight that night, however, was on the children. After the
show they hung out with all the musicians, getting tips on how to play a big
red conga drum, or, like Leslie, took
delight in helping to play a trombone.
In Colton’s case, he displayed
keen interest in helping Tyler Zlatich,
freshman music major, unscrew the
keys of his silver trumpet. “I like taking it apart,” he told Zlatich, who took
Colton’s industrious charm in stride,
teaching him how to properly clean
and oil a trumpet.

WhaT
TO DO.
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TO GO.
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Photo by Karissa Berg
Dr. Steven Pinker presents his lecture on war and human behavior.

The only sadness came when the
Jazz Ambassadors explained, with regret, that the time had come for them
to pack their gear and make the journey back to EWU.
Future community outreach concerts are being pursued by Doyle and
his students. One of the main goals is
to develop a mentoring program to
help kids discover and develop their
own musical abilities, according to
Doyle, who helped start a similar program in East St. Louis while working
at the University of Illinois.
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By Eric Long

staff writer
ericz.long@gmail.com

Students who come back to Eastern to receive a second degree may
have a hard time finding ways to
fund their schooling, but contrary to
what some may believe, there is help
out there.
Students who return to, or
transfer to, Eastern to receive a
second degree are termed post-bacc
students. This means that they have
received a bachelor’s degree and
are either receiving a second or a
master’s.
According to a post-bacc enrollment document for fall quarter 2013,
there are currently 332 post-baccalaureate students at Eastern.
“Federal regulations allow for
Pell grants to be offered only to firsttime, undergraduate students,” said
Dr. Neil Woolf, associate vice president of enrollment management.
According to Dr. Woolf, once
students receive their first undergraduate degree, they are no longer
eligible for the Pell grant. This is
because the undergraduates are the
priority for the grant.
Pell grants make up a bulk of the
federal grant money.
According to http://ifap.ed.gov,
an exception to this is when a student comes back to acquire a teaching certificate or license.
Shannon Flynn, associate director of financial aid, said that provisional graduate students are eligible
only once during their education for
federal aid for one 12-month period.

Provisional graduate students
are students taking undergraduate classes in order to be admitted
into a graduate program. These
students are also considered postbaccalaureate students.
The 12-month calendar does not
stop, so even if a student chooses to
take a quarter off, Flynn said that
the clock will still tick down.
Though it may seem tough for
post-baccalaureate students to pay
for schooling, they do have options.
Student loans are an option and
are available through the school,
but according to Dr. Woolf, private
or alternative loans through banks
and other lending institutions are
also available.
Eastern does not have a preferred
lender list for legal reasons, meaning that the school does not endorse
or recommend banks or lending organizations. Dr. Woolf said that this
is because doing so could cause the
hyping up of one bank or lending
organization over another.
According to Flynn, Eastern’s
financial aid site does offer information about private and alternative loans and even offers a link
to http://Studentloans.gov, where
students can find information
about private and alternative
loans.
Eastern’s financial aid site
also provides a list of lenders
that students have used in the
last three years.
Flynn encourages students
taking out loans to go through
financial awareness counseling
on http://Studentloans.gov. She

Transfer or Current
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said that students can use their
loan information to do mockups
of what repayment will look like
based on loan debt, annual salaries and other variables.
According to Kandi Teeters, associate director of financial aid,
post-bacc students are also eligible
to compete for scholarships.
On-campus jobs are another way

for post-baccalaureate students to
earn money, according to Dr. Woolf.
He is fond of the Program
Leading to University Success, or
PLUS, tutoring program and said
that it is a great job for post-back
students.
“A lot of times, post-bacc students come back because they realize, after years in the career field,

that they got the wrong degree,”
said Dr. Woolf.
Dr. Woolf advises that postbacc students sit down with a financial advisor to see what their
options are and to also schedule
time with an academic advisor to
find out what classes they have to
take so they are not wasting time
taking classes they do not need.

Local roots grow
from The Mason Jar
By Wilson Criscione

staff writer
wilsoncriscione@gmail.com

Photo contributed by Jamie Hahn
As a performance art piece, EWU senior Nicholas Stewart had other students draw on his leg to be later tattooed.

EWU students ink ideas

Senior invites various students to draw his new tattoo
By Rebekah Frank

staff writer
reininchic10@gmail.com

On Nov. 7, EWU senior Nicholas Stewart shocked people with his
bold art project.
Stewart is in the art department’s
inter-media class taught by art lecturer Jamie Hahn. Stewart’s assignment was a performance art final.
Students in the inter-media class
were assigned to create an art piece
through a performance rather than
the traditional pen and paper.
Celeste Crosby, senior at EWU
and Stewart’s classmate, did her
project by lying on a table with her
head hanging over the edge upside
down and painting with her hair.
Another inter-media student and junior at EWU, Alex Swiader plastered
a mold of his face, and used that
to make a jello sculpture, which he
gave to people to eat.
“It was kind of a taxing kind of
uncomfortable things we were doing
to ourselves while creating works of
art,” said Stewart.
Stewart, however, took that assignment to another level. On Nov.
7, students filed into the Art building to watch Stewart perform his art
project. When they walked in they
were shocked to find people draw-

ing on Stewart’s leg with sharpies
and Stewart tattooing those drawings onto his leg permanently.
EWU senior Jose Garcia was one
of those students who drew on Stewart’s leg. “At first my impression was
he was just going to do sharpies on
his leg, but then when I actually got
there he was actually going to tattoo it on there, I was actually pretty
shocked.”
Stewart had many critics at first
asking him “What if someone drew
something bad,” and “Why would
you do that?”
“I think that people are going to
start thinking about the situation
and how it is a more serious situation because it is something that is
permanent,” said Stewart. That was
the reaction of many students who
came to view his art piece, and that
was Stewart’s idea. “To show the
world what can come from collaboration and trust.”
That was true for Garcia who
drew a poké ball on Stewart’s leg.
“I was going to draw something else, … like a lion, something
just weird and crazy. … When it
came down to it I froze,” said Garcia. “When I actually found out he
was going to tattoo it, I changed my
mind.”
Stewart had this idea in his mind

to tattoo people’s drawings onto his
leg for quite some time. Now that
Stewart is a senior and will be graduating from the EWU art school after
the fall quarter of 2013, he felt like it
was time.
“It is kind of a memorial piece to
my time here at Eastern,” said Stewart.
The fact that this art piece was a
part of so many other people made
it more personal to those who were
involved. “The art of it really arose
when people felt responsible for
what they were putting onto his
body, … it really challenged their
thinking,” said Hahn.
Many students who came in to
view Stewart’s art piece did not
draw anything on him. Instead,
they just observed him tattooing
other people’s drawings in awe.
“He was making it an experience,”
said Hahn.
Stewart also put his own mark
on the people who were involved in
this art project. “It’s a crazy thing to
do,” says Garcia. “This story is going to become legend.”
The EWU inter-media class students will be showcasing their work
starting Nov. 13 thru Nov. 25, in
the art building. Stewart will also
be sharing a finished picture of his
tattoo on the Easterner’s Facebook
page as soon as it has healed.

Away from the corporate
coffee shops and fast-food
chains, students must venture further into town to find
the heart of Cheney in The
Mason Jar.
The Mason Jar, right on
the corner first and F street,
is a locally-owned bake shop
and bistro. Since its opening
over a year ago, it has been
a haven for both college students and Cheney residents
alike, with an emphasis on
local flavor.
The food and coffee are
regionally sourced. The live
music on Thursday nights
feature local bands, many
of which are comprised of
EWU students. Even the
dead leaves strung along
the windows are taken from
Cheney’s streets.
Douglas Labar, owner of
The Mason Jar, aims to unite
the town’s residents and students.
“When I was growing
up here, there was a divide
between town people and
college students,” Labar
said. “Having older people,
farmers, in here eating their
lunch next to 18-year-old
college students from the
west side is nice.”
With outdoor seating
and a convenient downtown location, the venue,
though small, is ideal for
many musicians.
“The atmosphere is phenomenal,” said C.W. Twohy,
an acoustic singer and song-

writer and EWU student
who recently performed
at the bistro. “The outdoor
setting is beautiful with the
christmas lights.”
The Mason Jar also hosts
many other unique community events such as book
clubs, mom’s nights and, recently, a poetry slam led by
Jonathan Johnson, a creative
writing professor at EWU.
It is ready to open its
doors to more events in the
future.
“It’s nice to see new faces, and to see what kind of
people are interested in different things,” Labar said.
The bistro is continuing
to evolve along with its clientele, and is always looking
to make improvements.
Lauren Mckinley of the
jazz band Push, the first
band to play at The Mason
Jar, has already seen some of
the improvements since the
opening, such as an expansion of menu options to include seasonal favorites like
pumpkin spice lattes and
turkey dinner sandwiches.
As another EWU student,
she noted the variety of audiences at her band’s performances.
“Every time is different,”
Mckinley said. “Usually it’s
pretty packed.”
Labar is pleased with the
environment he has created,
but would like to push it
even further.
“I want it to be very
calm and relaxing, like that
‘Cheers’ atmosphere where
everybody knows your
name,” he said.

EAGLE LIFE

page 5
November 20, 2013

Photo by Sam Sargeant
Engineering student Jesse Hudson loads a pumpkin into his group’s trebuchet at Spokane
Falls Community College on Nov. 16, 2013.

Photo contributed by Buddy Todd

Engineering students
catapult into competition

Alyssa Day and Ethan Lewan performed opening night of “The Fantasticks“ on Nov. 15.

Plums not too ripe
for ’Fantasticks’
By Rebekah Frank

staff writer
reininchic10@gmail.com

On Nov. 15 students
filed into the EWU Theatre to experience opening
night of the musical, “The
Fantasticks.“
This musical is a romance, but it has a bit of a
twist to it. During the first
act the narrator introduces
himself and sets the stage
for the audience. He tells the
story of a young girl who
lives with her mother and is
very naïve about the world.
Her mother is upset
with her because she is
not growing up the way
she expected her to be. She
constantly compares her
daughter to the vegetables
that she grows in her garden, saying that she likes
vegetables better because
they are dependable, what
you grow is what you get,
and never anything else.
The narrator continues
to introduce the audience
to a young boy who lives
next door to the girl. He is
a bit older but has the same
conflicts. His father is also
a gardener and complains
about the fact that his son is
not turning out to be what

he thought he planted.
Between the two families, there is a wall. The
parents of the boy and girl
built that wall to separate
their land and their children. They pretend to be in
a feud in hopes that their
children will fall in love,
marry and unite them.
Director of the musical
Buddy Todd, really appreciated the difference in this
musical from a typical musical where a boy meets a
girl. There is turmoil, they
overcome the turmoil, fall
in love and the end.
“The whole first act we
get to experience kind of
the typical musical theater
experience,” says Todd.
“Act 2 basically asks the
question, ‘Well, what happens now?’”
In the second act, the
children find out that their
parents had staged everything about their love story. They then realize that
without the drama, secrecy
and typical princess and
hero story, their love is
kind of boring and dull.
The boy decides he
wants to discover the
world, while the girl decides to fall in love with
someone else, and they

By Shannon Bedell

staff writer
bedellshannonl@gmail.com

both decide never to speak
to each other again.
“I love that concept. I
love that question of what
if, and turning things on
their head,” said Todd.
The narrator knows what
both of the children needed
in order for them to grow
up and realize what they
had, and so he becomes the
villain and does just that.
He interacts not only with
the boy and the girl, but
also with the audience.
“I’ve
always
loved
that,” said EWU sophomore Elizabeth Lewis.
With comedy, action
and romance, this musical
has something everyone
can relate to.
Stage manager for this
musical, Dylan Blackhorsevon Jess, can relate to theater quite a bit. “The thing
about theater is it is very
human, … it is a great medium for expressing very raw
human feelings that everyone
can connect to,” said Blackhorse-von Jess.
The musical had many
members of the audience
laughing in the first act, and
intrigued in the second. “I
thought it was great, … hilarious and then trippy,”
said Lewis.

On Nov. 16 two teams of engineering
students competed in a trebuchet competition hosted by Spokane Falls Community
College.
The competition featured five trebuchets, three built by Spokane Falls Community College and two built by EWU
students. This is the second time that Spokane Falls Community College has hosted
the competition. The last time the competition was hosted, in 2011, EWU placed
first.
This year’s EWU teams were given
$300 each through the American Society
of Engineers club on campus. The teams
then came up with their own trebuchet
design within the restrictions of the competition rules.
A trebuchet differs from a catapult in
the mechanism it uses to move the arm. A
trebuchet uses a mass counter weight that
when dropped, swings the arm around a
pivot point, while a catapult uses a spring
that when the arm is pulled, it creates tension that launches the arm.
Jonathan Duston, a mechanical engineering student and member of one of the
EWU teams, explained the only criteria
given for their design was that the base
had to be an 8 foot by 8 foot cube built in
traditional trebuchet style. The arm and
construction material was up to them.
Artur Gurdyumov, a mechanical engineering student and another member
of Duston’s team, added that their design
differs because their trebuchet has wheels.

“The reason we put wheels on it was to
kind of take some of the stress off when it's
swinging. That way there is no resistance
… to the ground,“ said Gurdyumov.
In their trebuchet tests, they were
able to launch multiple 8-gallon jugs of
water about 120 yards and 13-16 pound
pumpkins, 90-95 yards.
The other team competing for Eastern chose to use a different design.
Their trebuchet features a floating arm
that can be more efficient, but can also
be more difficult to properly build.
Matt Clarke, American Society of
Mechanical Engineering club events
officer, explains the floating arm has
a weight that falls vertically and after
a certain point a set of wheels on the
arm hit a horizontal track on the trebuchet frame causing a horizontal motion
which then releases the pumpkin. The
traditional style trebuchet just has a
long arm with a counterweight connected to the other end and swings
on a single axis.
For the competition, teams
launched 8-12 pound pumpkins. At
the competition, Duston and Gurdyumov's team were able to launch
294 feet and their fellow Eastern team
achieved 300 feet, while Spokane
Falls Community College reached
about 200 feet.
“There wasn’t really a winner declared. It really just turned into all the
teams coming together to help each
other out and have a good time. There
was very good sportsmanship by both
[American Society of Mechanical Engineering] clubs,“ said Clarke.

Hazardous weather slides into full force
By Dayna Juchmes

contributing writer
easterner.news@gmail.com

Winter driving poses many hazards, but additional preparation can go a long way in preventing emergencies on the road. Practice the
three P’s of safe winter driving: Prepare for the
trip, protect yourself and prevent crashes on the
road.
Driving instructor Scott Yerges, owner of
All Seasons Driving School in Spokane Valley,
gave The Easterner a few tips for safe driving
this winter.

Winter
Winter driving
driving
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

Test the traction from time to time by lightly applying the brake pedal.
Look further ahead and to the rear more often and keep a longer safety margin both in
front and to the rear.
Be gentle with the accelerator, the brakes
and the steering. Sudden or quick maneuvers is the most common cause of loss of
control on slippery surfaces.
Plan your maneuvers sooner so that you
may reduce your speed more than usual.
When turning, start at a much slower
speed and accelerate later than usual and
more gently.
Avoid passing unless it is absolutely necessary; make sure that the driver ahead is
in no danger of steering off-course and the
space available for passing is much longer
than normal.
In snow, or blowing snow, travel in the lane
with the least snow or ice, follow the path
of the preceding vehicles even though it
may not coincide with the center of a lane.
Avoid driving in ruts; do not attempt to get
out of them at high speeds.

•

Wet roadways are especially slippery as
the temperature nears freezing point. Extra caution should be exercised on bridges,
elevated expressways and shaded areas, as
these surfaces freeze more quickly.

•

The parking brake can stick in freezing temperatures. To disengage
when this occurs, reverse slowly
while releasing the lock mechanism.

When stuck on snow or ice

Slowingand
and stoppping
stoppping
Slowing

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

Allow a longer braking distance.
Ease off the accelerator gradually. A
sudden release of the gas may cause an
unbalancing effect on the wheels.
Should the vehicle deviate from its
course, shift to neutral, automatic, or
depress the clutch pedal, standard and
steer where you wish to go. Normally,
the engine compression, while still in
gear, will assist you to slow your vehicle.
Apply the brake pedal gently. If one
or more of the wheels skid, release the
brakes and re-apply more gently. If they
still skid, shift to neutral and pump the
brakes.

Parking
•

•

In heavy snow, create a path for
your tires by driving past the parking space and then reversing. Leave
your vehicle in the middle of the tire
tracks, thus facilitating your departure.
It is always preferable and safer to
park your vehicle in parking lots,
driveways, etc., so that you can leave
the parking space by driving forward. In winter, this is even more
important.

•
•

Make sure the front tires are straight.
Drive slowly. Spinning tires dig deeper,
compacting the snow creating an icy texture.
Limit your movement forward and backward to the range attainable without spinning the tires.
Accelerate gently when the tires grip, then
shift to neutral and coast.
Brake when you reach the limit of travel
even if it is only a few inches. Repeat in
the opposite direction. You will slowly
rock your way out without damaging the
power train.

When
spins
Whenone
one tire
tire spins
•

The rear wheels drive the vehicle. If
the tires are straight and one of the
rear tires is spinning, apply the parking brake while accelerating gently.
Release the parking brake slowly, and
you will move forward.

Using traction aids
•

Place mats or grids against the drive

•
•

wheels, spikes toward the ground. To
move forward place them in front of
the wheels and vice versa.
Advance or reverse cautiously onto
the grids, maintain momentum without spinning the wheels.
Ensure no one is standing nearby, debris may be expelled.

When stalled
stalled or
When
or snow
snow bound
bound
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

If possible, drive onto the shoulder.
Activate the hazard lights.
Open window slightly for ventilation.
Get your survival kit from the trunk.
Turn off the engine to conserve fuel.
Use electrical accessories sparingly
while the engine is not operating.
Run the engine for 10 minutes every
hour to charge the battery and warm
the interior; check that the exhaust pipe
is clear.
Use plastic bags to encase your feet and
legs to retain body heat. Use blankets
and clothing to further insulate against
the cold.
Keep awake. If accompanied, take turns
sleeping for short periods.
Unless you are certain that you can
reach help nearby; do not leave your
vehicle. It provides shelter and is more
visible.
Use candles, food and beverage sparingly.

Regardless of your driving skill or vehicle preparation, there are some winter conditions that are not driveable, but these tips
may help prevent snowy and icy roads from
ruining your trip home for the holidays.
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Easterner Asks
What is a good tip for traveling this
holiday season?
“Plan ahead.
Always check the
website for the
pass every hour
and make sure
you have snow
tires or chains.”

“Buy tickets
early.”

Stephen
Walmsley

Natalie
Chinapan

“Drive safe, and
take plenty of
time to plan
ahead.”

“Don’t.”

Jared Bailes

Dave Reetz

Question for next week:
What do you prefer: the PlayStation 4 or Xbox One?

Students shout for change
By Elsa Schmitz

opinion writer
easterner.opinion@gmail.com

Movimiento
Estudiantil
Chicano de Aztlán club de
EWU has a bone to pick with
the Chicano education department on campus.
A press conference held by
the studentrun organization on
Nov.
15,
cited reasons why
MEChA is
unhappy
with how
the Chicano
Schmitz
education
department is
run. These reasons included
student dissatisfaction with
the general environment of
the Chicano education department, the availability of
program resources for Latino students and the lack of
recruitment and availability
of information to new EWU
students.
According
to
Jackie
Vaughn, the political co-chair
for MEChA, the group has
been attempting to contact
the dean and the Chicano
education interim director,
Dr. Raphael Guillory, for about
a year regarding the concerns
and ideas for change that the
students have.
“We really hope the administration and director see that
what we’re talking about is
important. It affects 1,200
Latino students here [at]
EWU, and we’re fighting to
save our program that, in
the past, has proven to successfully graduate Latino
students.” said Vaughn.
The conflict between the
students of MEChA and the
Chicano education department may contain an important lesson for EWU students.
At the end of each quarter,
students are given surveys
in each class that they attend.
These surveys serve to provide

anonymous feedback to the
instructor of the course regarding how the instructor taught
the class and how well the material was covered. However,
how much of these surveys
are really being taken at face
value? Are the comments and
scores really being taken into
consideration when instructors are planning out their lesson plans?
Vaughn, along with fellow
MEChA members Mariana
Garcia and Mikaila Leyva,
spoke of their concerns regarding how the department is
handling this situation.
When attending a meeting
between the MEChA club and
Guillory and another faculty
member, Garcia said, “It was
a very unwelcoming environment, even when they stepped
into the room. It was very
tense, and it shouldn’t be
like that.”
Leyva mentioned that
she hadn’t known of the
program’s existence before
becoming involved in MEChA. “One of my suggestions would definitely be to
work on how they recruit
students.” said Leyva.
It’s one thing to accept
criticism, both constructive
and not, and it’s another
thing entirely to enact that
criticism and make changes. This is what MEChA is
attempting to do with the
Chicano education program.
MEChA has provided
the department with their
criticism and provided a
way in which the department can change in order
to better facilitate students in
their journey through EWU.
However, this criticism has
hit many roadblocks, and
MEChA is ultimately not
seeing any changes being
made to the program.
The press conference
ended with the MEChA club
promising to continue fighting for change within the Chicano education program.
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Illustration by Jasmine Kemp
There seems to be many ways for students to be heard, but the
question is, does the university actually take it into account?

We students at EWU
should follow their lead
when it comes to the endof-quarter surveys. If professors are not taking the
voice of the students into
account, then they are not
making themselves available to the needs of the students.
That being said, students shouldn’t necessarily protest departments
or instructors based upon
the opinion of a few. There
should be a significant
problem, such as MEChA’s
concern that students are
not given access to certain
benefits that the Chicano education program is meant to
provide.
Students should keep
an eye out for a recurring
problem, such as if an
instructor was failing to teach

the necessary materials for the
class. If this is the case, then
perhaps it is time to come
forward from behind the face
of anonymity and attempt to
make a change for the better.
If instructors are given
enough complaints about a
particular assignment then
perhaps they will be able to
make the changes necessary
to accommodate the student
body.
This is something that
MEChA is taking in stride.
When all else fails, students
have a responsibility to fight
for what they believe is right.
Garcia, as co-chair for MEChA,
is making sure that the students
are putting up a good fight.
“Because students were
the ones that first began this
program, we believe that
students should be the ones to
save it,” said Garcia.

Editorial Policy

We encourage the campus community to submit letters and
opinion pieces that conform to the requirements listed above.
Opinion articles and letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of The Easterner, its staff members
or Eastern Washington University.
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Police Beat
By Caitlyn Armstrong
staff writer
caitlyn002@gmail.com

Nov. 12

Nov. 18

Suspended license

Harassment

5:15 p.m.

An officer stopped and arrested a male student for
driving while his license
was suspended. The arrest
occurred in lot 10.

Nov. 16
11:30 p.m.

Minor in possession

Cheney police were called
to 305 College St.where
there was a large party at
Beta Theta Pi house. An
underage female student
who was intoxicated and
attending the party was
cited and released with a
minor in possession.

Nov. 18

Malicious mischief

Over the weekend,
someone broke a plateglass front door at Rovert
Reid lab School. There is
no specific time frame for
this event and no suspects
at this time. If anyone has
information
regarding
the broken door, they are
asked to report it to university police.

3:45 p.m.

A
female
student
came to university police
with a complaint that a
male individual has been
stalking her since Halloween. The victim explained that she has seen
the male near her classes
and other places she goes
on a regular basis. This
report is currently under
investigation by university police.

Tip of the
week
Be careful and safe when
consuming alcohol. Don’t
put yourself or others in
a bad situation that could
be dangerous by going
to parties alone. Don’t
get separated or leave
someone behind,
and
always go together and
stay together to prevent
any harm to you or your
friends.

Someone broke a plate-glass front door at Robert Reid Lab School. Police do not have any suspects at this time.

Illustration by Jessie Corigliano

Easterner Madlibs
By Amye Ellsworth

managing editor
easterner.me@gmail.com

Stuckey started playing basketball at the age of _______ and always had hopes of
Number
playing in the NBA someday. “I think all ________ do. I always watched ________
Plural noun
Famous athlete
growing up. He was the best and always will be. If I wasn't watching _________ or
Famous athlete
any _________, I was playing it,” Stuckey said.
Sport

With the approach of colder, darker days, it may be tempting to veg out on the
couch with a mug of ________ and a delicious ________but remember, as _______
Beverage
Dinner food
Famous person
said, “To every action there is always an equal and opposite reaction.” Those delicious _______ _______ need to be offset by some sort of activity, in order to fight off
Season
Plural noun
the dreaded “_______ ________.”
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Oh the weather outside is getting ________ and being warm can be ______, but
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______.
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By Erika Meyer

staff writer
erikan.meyer@gmail.com

The
Eastern
Eagles
clinched the Big Sky title in
their 35-22 victory over the
Cal Poly Mustangs on Nov.
16.
The Eagles achieved
their seventh Big Sky title in
school history and their third
one in the last four years.
“It’s hard to win one Big
Sky title, let alone three out
of the last four years,” said
Eastern head coach Beau
Baldwin. “That’s amazing
and I’m just proud of all
the people who are a part
of making that happen.”
The Mustangs had a 3-0
advantage over the Eagles
in the first quarter, keeping
the Eagles to 27 yards total
offense on their first two
possessions.
The Mustangs are the
nation’s top rushing team and
the Eagles held them to just
three points for three quarters,
they would then come back to
score 19 points in the fourth
quarter, but not enough to
beat out the Eagles.
Going into the second
quarter, the Eagles had
198 total yards offense and
took a 14-3 lead at the half.
The Eagles would then
score 21 straight points
after the half, having a

35-3 advantage over the
Mustangs.
Eastern
quarterback
Vernon Adams went 14 of
21 for 224 yards and a pair
of touchdowns before he
left the game with a shoulder
injury. The two touchdowns
would give Adams 41 total
touchdowns on the season,
moving him up to ninth in
total touchdowns in a season
in FCS history.
“It was a stinger, but he’ll be
fine,” said Baldwin. “[Adams]
might have been able to play,
but we just thought we would
do the smart thing moving
forward. Honestly, we didn’t
change a lot of what we
were doing with Anthony
[Vitto]. He went in there
slinging it and he was just
fine.”
After Adams’ injury, senior
quarterback Vitto checked into
the game and completed 14-of21 passes for 127 yards with a
touchdown.
Both of Adams’ touchdowns were to redshirt freshman and Jerry Watch candidate, Cooper Kupp.
Kupp had a phenomenal
performance as he led the
receivers with eight catches for
139 yards and breaking a pair
of FCS records.
“National records are
great, but more than that
we got a share of the Big
Sky title,” said Kupp. “I think

that’s what is more important
right now and that’s what
is on my mind.”
Kupp broke the FCS
record for most receiving
yards with 1,231 this
season, and caught a
touchdown pass for the
11th straight game.
“He’s obviously really
talented, but on top of that,
he maximizes his talent
and opportunities,” said
Baldwin. “He deserves
it because of how hard he
works at it. He does all the
little things to put himself in
position to break those records.
He’s always making huge
plays.”
Senior linebacker and
Buck Buchanan Award
candidate Ronnie Hamlin
led the Eagles with 10 tackles
and senior defensive back Bo
Schuetzle had his first two
interceptions of his career.
“I had the opportunity to
present, and I was in the right
place,” said Schuetzle. “The
second [interception] I just
went crazy.”
The
Eagles
remain
undefeated in the Big Sky
with a record of 7-0 for the
first time in school history.
To become the official
Big
Sky
Champions,
the Eagles need to beat
Portland State at their last
regular season game on
Nov. 23.

Photo Illustration by Laura Jones
The Nov.16 game designated the 500th win for the Eastern Eagles football team.

Eagles falter at home
By Elohino Theodore

staff writer
theodoreelohino@gmail.com

Multiple lead changes
and scoring runs occurred
on Reese Court during the
Nov. 16 game between the
Eagles and the Mustangs.
The EWU women’s
basketball team fell to
Southern
Methodist
University 75-70. EWU
scored 11 3-pointers during
the game, three short of the
school record. Sophomore
guard Hayley Hodgins
had five 3-pointers in the
game, leading the team.
Junior guard Kylie Huerta
had two 3-pointers in the
game, the rest of the Eagles
chipped in with the rest of
the 3-pointers.
Huerta thinks that the
team could have done
certain things on the
Saturday game. “We lost
our first two games because
we’ve been out-rebounded.
Rebounding is the biggest
thing and then making free
throws down the stretch,”
Huerta said.
According to freshman
guard Bethany Montgomery, SMU worked harder
than Eastern on the court.
“They definitely played
harder than we did, but
we’ve got to have some
more heart,” Montgomery
said.
Senior Laura Hughes
shot 8-of-10 from the field
with five rebounds. Huerta
had 10 points, along with
six assists. Senior guard
Aubrey Ashenfelter also
had six assists along
with six points and five
rebounds.
At the beginning of the
game, EWU had its first
lead, 8-6. SMU later gained
a three point lead of 1310. Hodgins tied the score
with a 3-pointer at the
13:32 mark. This led to an
Eastern 11-2 run for five
minutes. After the run the
score was 24-15 with 8:15
left in the first half.
SMU fought back with a
run and tied the score at 29 at
the 1:12 mark. SMU’s Krystal
Johnson made a jump shot to
put the opponent up by two
points. After that, Hodgins
responded by making a

Coaches teach
respect, not hazing

By Elohino Theodore

staff writer
theodoreelohino@gmail.com

Photo by Karissa Berg
Lexie Nelson attempts to advance with the basketball against the Mustangs on Nov. 16.

3-pointer at the buzzer to
end the first half. This gave
the Eagles a one point lead at
halftime.
At the start of the second
half, Hughes and junior
guard Lexie Nelson scored
to build EWU’s lead by five
points. SMU then tied the
score, and Nelson later scored
to help the Eagles gain an
advantage. However, SMU
converted on a free throw and
a jump shot to lead 46-45.
The opponent later on
built their lead to seven
points at the 11:17 mark in
the second half. SMU had
their largest lead in the
game at 60-52 with eight
minutes left. Later on, EWU
cut down the lead within
two points at the 3:51 mark.

SMU then fought back to
go back up to five, with
1:41 left, Hughes scored a
layup to keep EWU in the
game.
With 18 seconds remaining in the game SMU made
1-of-2 free throws. On the next
possession, the Eagles were
forced to foul after Hodgins
missed a 3-pointer. Again,
SMU made one out of two
free throws.
After
EWU
failed
to score on the next
possession, SMU gained a
rebound defensively, which
turned into two free throws
on the other end of the
court. This put them up by
seven points. SMU then later
managed to pull away with
five seconds left in the second

half. EWU is now currently
0-2 for the season, while SMU
improve to 3-0.
Bethany
Montgomery
thinks that their current record
should be enough to make
the Eagles want to play
harder next game. “We’re
0-2, we don’t want to be
0-3. We know what we
need to do to get better, we
know that rebounding is
key,” Montgomery said.
Huerta stated that her
team will not hold their
head down after this
slow start to the season.
“It always sucks to lose,
but we just need to pick
it up and I think we’ll be
ready and we plan to beat
Gonzaga on Wednesday,”
Huerta said.

Follow us on twitter.
@easternersports

Bullying and hazing
are not something new to
sports.
However, hazing can
quickly turn into dangerous bullying. The most
recent story of Miami Dolphins’ Richie Incognito,
who was suspended for the
treatment toward fellow
teammate Jonathan Martin,
is a prime example. Martin
left the team due to having problems, emotionally,
from repeated hazing.
EWU men’s basketball
head coach Jim Hayford
explains that he has never
had hazing or bullying
problems on any of his lineups, and he also discussed
how to avoid these situations. “Fortunately in my
coaching career, that isn’t
something that I had to deal
with. What it comes back to
is the culture of your team,”
Hayford said.
Hayford wants communication between him and
his players if there are incidents that happen. “What
I would hope is that any
player on my team, who
felt like he wasn’t being
treated with respect, could
come talk to me and we
could work that out,” Hayford said.
The EWU men’s basketball team has a ritual
they go through that prevents any type of inappropriate hazing or bullying
from happening. The team
starts every day by getting
together at the middle the
court. Meeting with the
coaching staff and players
every day helps keep the
team together. They cover
everything that has to do
with the team and hash out
any current disagreements
if there are any.
Head EWU football
coach Beau Baldwin offers
the best way for players to
act around each other in
a locker room setting. “I
think you just treat others
like humans and like men.
That’s the way I see it,”
Baldwin said.
However, Baldwin also
thinks that there are certain
privileges that experienced
players get to have over
younger players. “There

are definitely things that I
think seniors have earned
the right to. They eat first
when we do things on the
road. There might be times
where a freshman has to
carry someone’s pads out
of respect,” Baldwin said.
He also points out that
hazing might have gotten
less frequent in sports compared to past years. “To be
quite honest, hazing probably slowed down more [in
recent years]. What’s gotten
more extreme is social media and anything anyone
ever does or says is out
there.”
Baldwin stated that
his team rarely gets into
serious disputes or any
kind of trouble except
for occasional arguments
here and there. “There’s
arguments; there’s fights
on the field occasionally. But that, to me, that
has nothing to do with
hazing. That’s just two
guys competing and going at it,” Baldwin said.
As a coach, Hayford
has a zero-tolerance take
on bullying and hazing.
Hayford also has rules
that hang on the walls
of the team locker room
that players must abide
by.
“We have six principles for our team that
prevent stuff like that
from happening,” Hayford said. These are placed
above the lockers, and these
principles are to be aware,
be prepared, embrace maturity, over-communicate,
accountability and respect
each other.
Hayford believes hazing is inappropriate and
that it should be absent in
the sports world. “There’s
just no place for it in team
sports. Teams sports [are]
one of the greatest learning
environments in our society and there’s no place for
it,” Hayford said.
Baldwin also looks at
hazing as a negative part of
the culture in sports. “Yes,
there is a certain level. I get
it, there’s a level of power
and certain guys have to
make decisions and others
have to listen, but it doesn’t
involve needing to treat
other people with disrespect. To me, that’s not
leading.”
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Sports Bulletin
By Galen Rock

sports editor
easterner.sports@gmail.com

November 15
Up two sets to one, the
Eastern Washington women’s volleyball team saw
visiting Northern Colorado
rally to win a five-set thriller, in a Big Sky counter at
Reese Court. The Eagles
fall to 9-19 (6-11 BSC) with
the loss while the Bears improve to 12-15 (8-9 BSC).
Set scores for the match
were: 25-22, 20-25, 26-24,
17-25, 7-15.

Photo by Sam Sargeant

Eastern volleyball teammates high-five each other after North Dakota defeated them.

EWU volleyball team
determined to finish strong
By Erika Meyer

staff writer
erikan.meyer@gmail.com

The Eastern volleyball team
will not advance to the Big Sky
Conference tournament for the
second season in a row.
To advance to the tournament the Eagles needed to
place sixth, but they are stuck
in the eighth spot and were unable to advance.
Senior setter Lindsey Niemeier and senior outside hitter
Ashley Wright are the captains
of this year’s squad and look
to finish their final season as
Eagles on a positive note.
With two games remaining
in their senior season, Niemeier has 793 assists and 199 digs,
while Wright has 109 kills and
60 digs.
“I can’t say we didn’t want
to make it to the conference
tournament, I mean every
team wants to be there in the
end,” said Niemeyer. “But
we’ve made huge strengths to
develop a foundation for this
program, that we can leave
and know that they’ll get better
over the years.”

A year ago, the Eagles only
had five total wins on their record, while this season, the Eagles nearly doubled their wins
and worked harder to improve
for the future.
“There has been a nice
job of continuing to work
hard everyday,” said head
volleyball coach Wade Benson. “Even though we all
wished we had a few more
wins, but we’re pushing to
get better.”
Eastern certainly had
their struggles throughout
the year with road games
and injuries, but with two
games remaining on the
season they look to finish
strong.
“We’re definitely looking
to go out for these two [wins]
I think for sure,” said Wright.
“That is what we are preparing
to do this week.”
On their last four home
games, the Eagles were able to
win one out of the four.
The Eagles fell to Northern Arizona three sets to
none, Northern Colorado
three sets to two and, the
top Big Sky opponent, North

Dakota three sets to none.
Eastern’s only win in the
last four games was to Southern Utah with a score of three
sets to one.
The Eagles are set to play
at Idaho State on Nov. 21, and
at Weber State Nov. 23.
“It’s weird ending on away
games after having senior
night, but it is just to re-focus,
end with two [wins] and leave
everything on the court,” said
Niemeier.
With the two seniors
leaving, Eastern has a strong
force coming back next
season. This includes, junior
outside hitter Kelsey Julian,
junior middle blocker Talia
Fermantez, sophomore middle
blocker Allison Doerpinghaus
and sophomore outside hitter
Allie Schumacher.
“I think this year was a
turning point for the program,
chemistry has been re-established on the court with the
girls and the coaching staff,”
said Wright. “Everything has
really improved and it is definitely a starting point from
here on out, and the years to
come are going to explode.”

November 16
Senior Laura Hughes
and sophomore Hayley
Hodgins poured in 19
points apiece, but it was
not enough as the Eastern
Washington women’s basketball team fell to visiting
SMU, 75-70, in a nonconference game at Reese Court.
The Eagle defense held
the nation’s top rushing
team in the NCAA Football
Championship Subdivision
to three points through the
first three quarters. While
Cooper Kupp set a pair of
FCS receiving records, as
the Eagles bested the option
offense of Cal Poly 35-22, in
San Luis Obispo, Calif. The
Eagles are 9-2 overall and a
perfect 7-0 in Big Sky Conference play for the first time in
school history.

November 17

Photo by Sam Sargeant
Ashley Wright serves the ball to begin the game.

Eagle turned Piston shoots
for future play in the NBA

By Brandi Fiscus

contributing writer
easterner.sports@gmail.com

Former EWU basketball
player, Rodney Stuckey, who
now plays for the Detroit Pistons, will be an unrestricted
free agent after this NBA season.
Stuckey played basketball for two seasons at EWU
before he was drafted 15th
in the first round to the Detroit Pistons in the 2007 NBA
draft, which makes him the
highest draft pick in EWU
basketball history, according
to EWU alumni facts. This
will be his seventh season
playing for the Pistons.
“When I got drafted, I
was happy. I knew that I
accomplished my goal. My
first year I broke my hand,
so I missed the first three
months, so it was a lot of
watching and learning but
it was the best experience,”
Stuckey said. “We made it
to the Eastern Conference
Finals. One of the best moments of my life.”
Stuckey started playing
basketball at the age of 4 and
always had hopes of playing in the NBA someday. “I

think all kids do. I always
watched [Michael Jordan]
growing up. He was the best
and always will be. If I wasn’t
watching [Michael Jordan] or
any basketball, I was playing
it,” Stuckey said.
He grew up in Seattle before his mom moved him and
his siblings to Kent, Wash.
“My mom inspires me. Raising seven of us on her own is
a lot of work, but she found
a way to do it,” Stuckey said.
“I played basketball for
Kentwood High School,
home of the Conquerors.
My sophomore year I played
varsity, averaging about 15
points. My junior year I averaged about 22 points a game
and we took third in state.
My senior year I averaged
about 27 points a game and
we won a state title in 2004,”
Stuckey said.
He said he played all the
positions in high school because everyone was pretty
much the same height. Now
standing at 6’5”, Stuckey
plays point guard.
“Coming out of high
school, I was short a couple
of credits and Eastern had
a program called Prop 48,
where you go to school for

your first year and get your
grades up and play the next,
so I took that route, instead of
going to prep school,” Stuckey said.
Stuckey returned to
campus this summer accompanied by his girlfriend,
Lindsey Kokenge, an EWU
alumni.
“EWU still looks the
same, besides the red field,”
Stuckey said. “I haven’t really walked around campus
but it’s always fun to go back
and see faces you haven’t
seen in awhile.”
Stuckey and Kokenge
knew of each other during
their college years but did
not start dating until later on.
“It wasn’t until a few years
later I actually ran into him at
a restaurant in Seattle, I was
still attending Eastern at the
time. Since then we just kept
in touch, and that’s where
our friendship actually started,” Kokenge said.
Kokenge attended Eastern from 2006-2011 and was
also involved in EWU athletics. She worked at Eastern’s
Student Recreational Center for all five years, and got
the opportunity to work on
the equipment staff for the

The Eastern Washington
University cross-country
team finished off the season, at the NCAA West Regionals in Sacramento, Calif., with the men finishing
19th and the women placing 22nd. The Eastern men
scored 542 points, tying for
19th overall with UC Irvine
out of 27 teams. They were
just edged by Big Sky opponent and meet host Sacramento State, who placed
18th with 523 points.

football team, her fifth year.
This was the same year EWU
football won the National
Championship under head
coach Beau Baldwin.
“Eastern sports are a
force to be reckoned with in
the Big Sky. [Stuckey] and
I are both proud Eastern
alumni and it is fun to be able
to share that connection. It's
always a great day to be an
Eagle,” Kokenge said.
When Stuckey was drafted into the NBA, he said the
transition was not difficult,
but it was still somewhat
different from college
basketball. “The game is
played a lot faster and
guys are a lot quicker and
stronger and smarter,”
Stuckey said. “A typical
week is practice, practice, practice everyday.
Sometimes we have three
or four games during the
week.”
Like many athletes,
Stuckey has pre-game rituals of his own. “I always take
a nap before my games and
I always have to eat some
fruit. It’s always been like
that,” Stuckey said.
Maurice Cheeks, the
Pistons’ new coach, is their

fourth coach in the past six
seasons.
“Mo Cheeks is a real nice
guy. Always good to be playing for someone who understands the game of basketball. It makes it a lot easier,”
Stuckey said. “Our goal is to
make it back to the playoffs
and stay there. It’s been a
while so we are trying to get
back to that point.”
Stuckey said some of his
most memorable moments
from the NBA are making
it to the Eastern Conference
Finals, playing in the sophomore rookie game during
All-Star weekend and traveling around to different states.
As of now Stuckey has
not signed a new contract
with the Pistons or any other
team.
“I’ll be doing whatever
God has planned for me,”
Stuckey said. “I’ll be ready
for the next chapter in my
life after this year is over.
After I'm done playing
ball, I’ll have a gym opened
up teaching kids the
fundamentals of basketball
and preparing them for
good basketball careers, or
become an assistant coach at
a college.”

The Eastern Washington
University men’s basketball
team held a double-digit
lead for most of the game,
but a late 12-0 run helped
Washington pull away for a
92-80 victory at Alaska Airlines Arena. The game was
part of the 2K Sports Classic benefiting the Wounded
Warrior Project.
For the second time this
season, Eastern Washington
University redshirt freshman wide receiver, Cooper
Kupp has been honored by
The Sports Network as its
Freshman of the Week in the
NCAA Football Championship Subdivision. With eight
catches for 139 yards and
a pair of touchdowns last
Saturday at Cal Poly, Kupp
broke the FCS record for receiving yards by a freshman
and also equaled the FCS
record for most consecutive
games with a touchdown
catch of 11 (at any grade
level). Kupp, a 2012 graduate of Davis High School in
Yakima, Wash., has caught
a touchdown pass in all 11
games he has played as an
Eagle thus far in his career.
With a league title and
playoff berth already safely
in hand, the third-ranked
Eagles are trying to do something no Big Sky Conference team other than Montana has accomplished since
1997. The Eastern Washington University football team
will put its unblemished
Big Sky Conference record
on the line when it hosts
Portland State on Nov. 23
on Senior Day and Military
Appreciation Day at Roos
Field in Cheney. Kickoff is
2:45 p.m. Pacific time for the
third of three-straight EWU
games televised on ROOT
Sports.
Via GoEags.com
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Basketball
continued from front
“We did well in the offensive sets. We came out
strong. We gave a good
push,” Brandon said.
Hayford
commended
Brandon’s play as well.
“We knew we were getting
a great rebounding guard
and he did it on a big stage.
It’s one thing to put those
numbers up in junior college, but he did it on a Pac12 floor,” Hayford said.
Eastern will be back on
the road Nov. 22-24 with
games against Boston University, LIU Brooklyn and
UC Irvine in Irvine, Calif.,
for the 2k Sports Classic.
The Eastern men basketball team will also be playing Univeristy of Connecticut at Webster Bank Arena
in Bridgeport, Conn., on
Dec. 28. The Connecticut
game will be televised by
Sportsnet New York.

Sophomore Venky Jois drives to the basket, bypassing his defender.
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Freshman Ognjen Miljkovic towers over three Husky defenders.
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Junior Parker Kelly stands ready for his Husky opponent’s next move. The Eagle men played at UW’s Home court on Nov. 17.

Lady Eagles trifecta
charges toward
conference honors

By Ashlee Coffey

staff writer
ashlee.coffey@yahoo.com

Women soccer players
Cassie Black, Kayla Sutter and Siara Byers were
honored by the Big Sky
for their efforts on the
field this season.
Siara Byers, given
honorable mention for
her play on the field by
the Big Sky, leaves the
Eastern women’s team
with 12 career points.
She ranks 16th on the alltime points list. She also
scored five goals and
played in 60 games for
the Eagles, ranking her
17th best in all-time for
games played.
Head coach George
Hageage said, “Siara
[Byers] took on a leadership role this year. She
took on a few different
playing positions for us.
It is nice to see that other
coaches in the conference
took recognition. She got

her first recognition in
four years of play as a senior.”
Sutter, a returning
player next season, was
also given honorable
mention by the Big Sky
Conference. This season,
she tied the assist record for
a single game with two keys
passes in Eastern’s win over
North Dakota on Sept. 22.
Hageage also applauded Sutter’s play on
the field. “[Sutter] had her
position switched this
year. The staff thought
that she would do better
and be good at playing
center back. She used to
play outside back. [Sutter] did great in that center back position and got
recognition from the Big
Sky. She deserves it.”
Black, also a returning player next season,
received an honorable
mention award from the
Big Sky. Black had a tremendous season for the
Lady Eagles. Scoring

the game winning goal
against Sacramento State
landed Black in the EWU
record books by breaking
the all-time goals record.
She has 38 career points,
118 shots on goal and
also is the all-time leader
in shots per game with
an average of 2.28.
Black
was
also
praised for her play by
coach Hageage. He said
“[Black] did not have a
‘Cassie-like’ season. This
season shows just how
dominant of a player she
is on the field. She still
did some things well
this year. It is awesome
that she still got nominations,” Hageage said.
Eastern will have the
advantage of having two,
Black and Sutter, of the
three women back next
year. Byers is the lone senior of these three women.
Black, Byers and Sutter
were not available for comment at press time.

EWU keeps solid pace
Cross-country competes against
top teams at West Regionals
By Erika Meyer

staff writer
erikan.meyer@gmail.com

The men and women crosscountry teams closed out the
season at West Regionals in
Sacramento, Calif.
The Eagles competed
against some of the top teams
in the west, including schools
from the Pac-12, WAC, West
Coast, Big West and Mountain
West conferences.
The men tied for 19th
place with UC Irvine out of
27 teams, with a total score
of 542 points in their final meet
of the season. Out of the 187
male competitors, junior Chris
Schroll led the Eagles for the
fourth time this season with a
69th place finish and a time of
31:19 in a 10,000-meter course.
Due to an injury at the
Big Sky Championships, the
Eagles missed sophomore
transfer Vince Hamilton and,
according to Schroll, that was
a big loss coming into the West
Regionals.
“They all handled it well
and showed us a lot of promise
for the future,” said head coach
Chris Zeller. “We knew not
having Vince Hamilton in the
lineup would affect our team
placing by at least a few spots.”

Freshman Alex Kimsey
finished second for the
Eagles,
closely
behind
Schroll with a 74th place
finish.
Two
freshmen,
Stephen Bottoms and Isaac
Kitzan, and senior Steven
Kutsch followed to round out
their squad.
“Our goal as a team was
to make it in the top 15 as a
team,” said Schroll. “It was a
long season and I don’t think
the guys are happy with the
race but I don’t think they’re
disappointed either, some of
our freshman ran their first 10k
and that’s a good experience.”
Out of 32 teams for the
women and due a slow start,
the women managed to place
22nd with a score of 627 points.
Sophomore Berenice Penaloza,
for the second straight meet,
led the Eagle women with a
72nd place finish out of 225
female competitors, with a
time of 20:59 on the 6,000-meter
course.
“Our women got out
slowly and had to do a lot
of work in the first half of
the race to work their way
back up to where they
needed to be,” said Zeller.
“The field size was so large
that they lost contact with
one another.”

Sophomore Sarah Reiter
followed Penaloza and placed
83rd.
Sophomore
Katie
Mahoney, freshman Paula
Gil-Echevarria, junior Catie
Arrigoni, freshman Keeley
Davidson and freshman
Katie Lynch came in next
for the Eagles to make up
the women’s squad.
Due
to
another
injury, the Eagles missed
sophomore Mayra Chavez,
who has fought through an
ankle injury sustained at the
Notre Dame Invitational.
“Personally we thought
if we get top 25 we’re
okay,” said Penaloza. “Our
team ran solid.”
A big jump from
last year, Penaloza was
the only one from the
women’s team to compete
in the West Regionals and
David Thor, who is now
redshirting, was the only
one to complete for the
men’s squad.
“We
only
graduate
one senior in the men’s
top seven and zero in the
women’s, so the team is
really excited about the
future,” said Zeller. “I’m
eagerly anticipating the
bright future for this young
and talented group.”

